
University of Kentucky Senior Capstone Studio

Fleming-Neon: R I S I N G

https://ukla.ca.uky.edu/
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/index.htm


Schedule



In the most severely impacted communities, 
14-16 inches of rain fell over a period of 

four days. This amount of rainfall represented                  
more than 600% of normal totals and    

was estimated to be a thousand-year flood, 
a flood with a 1 in 1,000 chance                        
of occurring in any given year.



https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=625453408796998

https://www.facebook.com/kentuckycom/videos/625453408796998/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=625453408796998


VISION

A resilient, healthy, thriving 

community where every              

resident is valued, and ingenuity 

drives ongoing improvement    

and is recognized nationally as a 

model for innovation in                        

small town rural America.









https://www.clevelandfed.org/publications/cd-reports/2023/20230927-resilience-and-recovery

Historic Kentucky Flood Events by County (1967–2022)

https://www.clevelandfed.org/publications/cd-reports/2023/20230927-resilience-and-recovery


Shared Learning

https://weku-rise.org/ https://islandpress.org/books/managing-
climate-crisis#desc

https://weku-rise.org/
https://islandpress.org/books/managing-climate-crisis#desc


Sustainability: Environmental Stewardship

https://www.njfuture.org/issues/environment-and-
agriculture/water-sewer/green-infrastructure/

Goose Creek: reforestation opportunities Downtown: reduce impervious pavement

https://www.njfuture.org/issues/environment-and-agriculture/water-sewer/green-infrastructure/


Sustainability: Economic Equity

https://www.kentucky.com/news/politics-
government/article287488580.html

Tourism and nature-based recreation can help create economic development 
opportunities that build upon the cultural, historical and natural assets of the region

https://www.kentucky.com/news/politics-government/article287488580.html


Sustainability: Social Inclusivity

Housing. https://www.pilotcove.com/Health & Wellness. 
https://dirtworks.us/portfolio/camphill-ghent-
elder-care-initiative/

https://www.pilotcove.com/
https://dirtworks.us/portfolio/camphill-ghent-elder-care-initiative/


Process

Trip 1: Look, Listen & Learn
Trip 2: Share, Collect & Reflect

Trip 3: Final Presentations



Community Research



Trip 1: LOOK, LISTEN, LEARN



Trip 1: LOOK, LISTEN, LEARN



Trip 1: LOOK, LISTEN, LEARN



Trip 2: SHARE, COLLECT, REFLECT



Trip 2: SHARE, COLLECT, REFLECT





We were fortunate to draw from the great work already done by the community: December, 2022 Neon Rising 
Initiative Meeting (above), A Way Forward document (above right), and Imagine Letcher: Economic Development 
Action Plan (below right). These interactions and documents guided project identification and development.



Raven Rock Resort

Thunder Mountain

ATV Trail System
Easy
Moderate
Difficult
ATV Roads

Tanglewood Trail

Goose Creek

Jefferson National 
Forest

Pine Mountain Scenic Trail

Natural Assets



Project Sites



Thank you
Community & Partners

Neon Rising Initiative

City of Fleming-Neon & Letcher County

UKLA Class of 2024!
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